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People mine stones called pre-stones. Touch one
and you can glimpse an event that might happen.
Keeping it leaves that possibility open; burning it
releases energy and makes that particular future
impossible. At first, people burned futures they
feared. As the city needed more power, it began
burning stones whose contents no one understood.
No one knew how much was being lost each day.
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Fossils of Tomorrow

Tomorrow Fuels Today

Shen He is an engineer at a power furnace. Each
day, ore cars bring pre-stones into the city, and she
authorises their burning. The furnace powers
streetlights and hospitals. If a stone reveals a future
someone understands, they may pay to keep it.
Unrecognised contents are classified as blank. Shen
He has always treated those stones as the cheapest
fuel.
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One Possible Future for Xing

TR LREERT » BEEHFHRE - Bfgfr Her daughter Xing is ill and needs oxygen
S —IEFA b EhE B E AN S LIENE equipment. A pre-stone held at the hospital shows

an older Xing at a train window, without any tubes.
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R 2 A EAEERBHWIR—@ERE o recovery. Her mother cannot bear to lose this

particular hope.
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Roots Outside the Stone

BEIZRETRFN THE) FE—%aA c 8 Deep in a blank stratum, the miner Luo cracks open
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these stones only let people see possible futures.
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out where they come from.
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Fossils of Tomorrow

The Life Classified as Blank

She sees a forest without people. Its canopies
resemble lungs; small organisms exchange light and
water along mineral veins. This is where the roots
come from. The classifier cannot recognise such life,
so it labels the whole stratum blank. Burning it would
make this possible world impossible, even as its
roots have begun touching the present.
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What a Shutdown Would Cost

In the archive, Shen He finds her own signature on
many burning permits. She demands a shutdown.
Chief Fu points to the grid: Xing's oxygen equipment
and other patients' treatment depend on this
furnace. Stopping immediately would harm people
already here. She takes a specimen of the unfamiliar
life, but has no plan yet to keep the hospital running.
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Saving One Stone Is Not Enough

ythF0 2B IEAE A _ BRI E - FIRE TR She and Luo hide the specimen aboard an ore train,
12 o [REFDIEE > BE(ET o MBY52 FHTEDR planning to leave the quarry with it. At a junction,

Luo stops. His son is in the same hospital. Saving
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RERRIT - MAEE 1R 0 T—EMEHE ; B one stone will not stop the next load from burning;
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45 EEEREE - 8B TR » {HEERN both children. Shen He lets go of the escape ladder
53 and heads toward the engine. She needs to stay
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and make a shutdown possible.
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Fossils of Tomorrow

What Will Power the Transition

They bring out old batteries and recruit people to
operate backup equipment. Until it is connected, the
furnace must keep supplying power. Fu suggests
using the fuel already on the train before stopping.
Shen He can no longer treat blank as costless. She
retrieves Xing's stone and explains the choice: keep
burning the unknown stones, or give up the one they
have held back.
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Xing Makes Her Choice

Xing looks once more at herself by the train window.
'If we burn it, does that mean | can never get well?'
she asks. 'We lose this particular future,” Shen He
says. 'l don't know the others.' Xing agrees to use it
for the final transition. 'Remember that we chose
this,' she adds. Shen He feeds the stone into the
furnace, then closes the feed gate. The recovery
shown in that scene will never happen.
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Care After the Furnace Stops

The hospital switches to backup. People carry
batteries and take turns operating equipment; Fu
joins them. Xing survives the shutdown, but still
needs treatment. Shen He can no longer see that
future at the train window. Other possibilities remain
unknown. She sits beside the bed and checks Xing's
oxygen. They have given up one hope, and still have
today to live through.
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Room for Life and Its Consequences

In spring, a small part of the quarry becomes a
reserve. The specimen is returned to the strata, and
Xing records the changing roots from her
wheelchair. Like the roots that first caught Luo's
glove, they are slowly extending into the surrounding
ground. Shen He steadies the drawing board. They
have made room for this life; now they must learn
how to live beside it.
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Fossils of Tomorrow

A year later, other quarries are still operating. The
city still has outages, and hospital bills have not
fallen. Xing still needs oxygen; Shen He does not
know whether she will recover. They keep
recording changes in the reserve. One morning,
Luo finds white roots passing through the fence
onto the disused track. He calls Shen He over. The
life they spared has crossed the boundary they
drew for it. No one yet knows how they will live

together.
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